LIFE AND WORKS OF VAZHAKUWAM VASUDEVAN NAMBUDIRI

In spite of the affluential status, the Nambudiris led a very
simple, innocent and honest life. T. Gopinath observes that this
community has not bred thieves and criminals. He quotes a case
citing a judge who recorded "Nambudiris are not accustomed to
tell lies."70 V. Nagam Aiya remarks in his census report for 1891,
"The Namburis (Nambudiris) are a good natured people, distin-
guished for their civility, hospitality and charities."71 In the
camparatively long passage, he observes that a Nambudiri's ev-
eryday life is "one of the simplest, quietest and best conducted."72

In the words of Mr. Fawcett,73 "The moral element certainly
enters largely into the life of the Nambutiri. And if it be true, as
there seems little reason to doubt, that a religion may be classed
high or low according as it does or does not influence the morals
of a people, we must class, the religion of the Nambutiri high, for
his whole life, his moral life, we will say is dominated by it. A
peace loving people, and devoted to their religion, the
Nambutiris are beyond doubt." He concludes, "Long may
they be what they are, the only undisturbed vestiges of vedic
brahmanism."
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